
Our Land Trust has had a busy 
summer and is heading into the 
fall with lots of plans and ini-
tiatives.  This newsletter will 
fill you in on some details as 
related by board members who 
have been involved. We will 
tell you what’s new in FLT’s 
finances, stewardship, advo-
cacy, collaborations, trails, 
history and 2009/2010 National 
Land Trust Rallies.  
 
FINANCES  
In addition to our members’ 
enthusiasm and energy, money 
is the fuel that FLT runs on.  
Our operating budget is pro-
vided by dues (from a member-
ship of 432 families), individ-
ual contributions (a few gener-
ous ones recently), grants and a 
6% distribution each year from 
our endowment.  We have not 
received legacy funds recently, 
though creative estate planning 
should help in the future.  
Thanks to the conservative yet 
productive investment policies 
established by former Treas-

urer Forrest Wright, and the con-
tinued diligence of both the 
Board and our current Treasurer, 
Maria Glickman, our endowment 
has survived the recent economic 
crises.  In fact, after dropping to 
a nadir in March, 2009, our en-
dowment currently is only 10%
below its former value with the 
likelihood of full recovery and 
future growth.  The endow-
ment’s major contribution to the 
operations budget will be essen-
tially unchanged (thank you, 
Forrest and Maria!).  Compari-
sons with other 501(c)(3) organi-
zations indicate that we have 
done better than most. Other 
than yearly routine distributions, 
FLT’s endowment principal will 
remain untouched.  We want it to 
remain permanently in place as 
the financial “rock” on which 
our Land Trust is built. 
I cannot leave the topic of fi-
nances without again urging our 
members to consider donating – 
in cash, or by estate planning.  
These include straight bequests, 
charitable remainder unitrusts 
and other devices easily put in 
place by your attorney.  
 
COLLABORATIONS    
Part of an organization’s strength 
comes from its ability to collabo-
rate with other groups and with 
government.  FLT has excelled 
in both ways.  We have worked 
closely with the Town of Farm-
ington to improve the parking 
and trail surface on the Cowles 
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Parcel’s Nancy Conklin Trail.  
We have also had town assis-
tance with the Handicapped 
Fishing Pier at Unionville’s 
Douglass-Mount Parcel and 
with the Henry Mason Trail on 
the Aqueduct Parcel and adja-
cent town open space (thank 
you, Russ Arnold!). The Town 
has also helped with the Bank 
Stabilization Project, underway 
along the FLT-adopted bike 
trail by the Pequabuck (at the 
old stone bridge).  Ruth Klue 
of the North Central Conserva-
tion District has overseen 
planting and volunteer care of 
many shrubs with help from 
FLT, the Town and the Farm-
ington River Watershed Asso-
ciation (FRWA).  
 
FARMINGTON RIVER 
WATERSHED ASSOCIA-
TION AND FLT .   Speaking 
of FRWA – our interests over-
lap in other very creative ways.  
We have supported FRWA’s 
Lower Farmington Wild-and-
Scenic designation effort, 
which is approaching a suc-
cessful conclusion. Executive 
Director Walter Sargent is on 
that Study Group. We share 
efforts on biodiversity, eradica-
tion of invasive species,   mi-
gration of salmon, and protec-
tion of other threatened river-
dwelling species. We have sup-
ported FRWA on grant applica-
tions for these efforts. We 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Photo of Charles Leach, courtesy of 
the New Hartford Land Trust. 

    Photo at FLT property 
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jointly advocate regarding wet-
lands management, and will be 
working closely together on the 
issue of surface runoff.  
 
ADVOCACY .    
Advocacy is new for some vol-
untary agencies such as ours.  
Many of our efforts involve ad-
vocacy and/or lobbying, both of 
which are allowed (in modera-
tion) for 501(c)(3)’s. It is FLT 
policy that positions on issues 
require board, and at times, full 
membership 
approval before we “go public.” 
 
SURFACE RUNOFF.    
This year, in cooperation with 
the Town and FRWA, we hope 
to address surface runoff as our 
number one advocacy issue.  The 
chemicals we apply to our roads, 
lawns and golf courses run off 
into storm sewers and into the 
groundwater (our aquifer) and 
rivers.  The result is environ-

mental injury of all sorts, and 
eventually eutrophied “dead 
zones” in Long Island Sound. 
FLT will be working with 
FRWA on their “Freedom 
Lawns” program to encourage 
use of organic lawn care; we 
expect the Town will join us. 
 
NATIONAL LAND TRUST 
RALLY:  2009 and 2010.  
FLT will be represented in the 
October Land Trust Alliance’s 
Rally in Portland, Oregon.  
This exciting national-level 
conference brings together 
conservation people from all 
around America, and is a 
source of inspiration, know- 
ledge and meaningful plan-
ning. Our Director, Walter 
Sargent, has obtained outside 
grant financing to join this 
Rally. He and Charlie Leach 
will be participating in Rally 
events and helping plan the 
2010 Rally, which will occur 

right here in Hartford.  FLT 
will have a big role in Rally 
2010, so keep an eye out for 
opportunities to help out.  
Among other things, we want 
to show off our activities, 
advocacy work, and our 
beautiful region, by means of 
FLT-sponsored field trips. 
The above is just a partial 
sketch of the big FLT picture.  
Read on to learn more as you 
explore our 2009 fall news-
letter. 
 
                   Charles Leach 
                   President of FLT 

  Photos at  FLT  properties 
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Through funding by the Hart-
ford Foundation for Public Giv-
ing, the little “run-in” barn lo-
cated on the Carey Pasture, 10 
Mountain Spring Road, will be 
preserved. 
The barn functioned, at least for 
a part of its 100-year history, as 
a ‘run-in’ barn for a historic 
group of cows.  These valued 
heifers were the first herd of 
Guernsey cows to be brought to 
America.  This barn, as opposed 
to the large Carey/Barney barns 
that are no longer standing, was 
designed to be on site in the 
pasture, providing “instant” 
shelter from storms. According 
to the Connecticut Trust for His-
toric Preservation, the barn is of 
historic significance just on its 
own structural merit, but its ad-
ditional agricultural history adds 
immensely to its importance as 
well. 

In addition, the Carey Pasture 
property contains another un-
usual structure associated with 
the barn: a milking parlor, 
which is built into the side of the 
hill.  While this structure may 
have been used for different 
purposes at different times, there 
is no doubt in the historian’s 
mind that it was a functioning 
part of this “gentleman’s” herd. 
Land Trust member Bill 
Wadsworth is generously acting 
as the General Contractor for the 
project, working with Joe Treg-
gor and treasurer Maria Glick-
man.  The barn has been gradu-
ally sinking into the wet 
meadow, quite probably since it 
was built in the early 20th cen-
tury, as the supporting frame 
was simply placed on rocks.  
The preservation project will 
involve lifting the barn and 
pouring a foundation, then re-

placing the sill and strength-
ening the entire structure.  It 
is architecturally designed so 
that in the future, it can be 
partially enclosed and used as 
a display facility for antique 
farming gear and as an infor-
mational center. 
Construction is scheduled for 
October, and the project will 
be wrapped up this fall. A 
one-mile trail follows a route 
around the pasture, barn and 
milking parlor and then as-
cends Talcott Ridge to an 
outstanding late fall outlook.  
Parking is available at 10 
Mountain Spring Road at the 
FLT garage. 
�  
Joe Treggor, Chief Steward 
and Vice President of the 
Land Trust. �

          Carey Barn Photos 
   Joe Treggor/Angham Zakko 
         

  Photo on FLT Property 
      By Tina Delaney 



been invaded. There are differ-
ences though”, he added, 
“some of the plant species are 
much more robust than oth-
ers… but all are established.” 
Board member and Biology 
Professor Emeritus from 
CCSU Dr. David DeNuccio is 
providing assistance in the 
experimental design and data 
review. 
Eagle Scout candidate Mat-
thew Prunk is doing an Eagle 
Project on the trail as well.  He 
is constructing individual tree 
kiosks that not only identify 
the trees, but provide addi-
tional cultural, historic and 
biological notes as well. 
The attractive site is open to 
the public and a park bench 
has been provided which over-
looks the river.  Access is from 
the Waterville Road (Route 
10) Aqueduct Parking Lot 
following the Canal Tow path 
to the Henry Mason River 
Trail. It is a short easy loop. 
Guests are reminded that on 
the property, they must keep 
their dogs on a leash at all 
times. 
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Members of the Farmington 
Land Trust planted over a thou-
sand plants and shrubs along the 
Farmington River last spring in 
order to establish river buffer 
areas that would resist re-
invasion of the ubiquitous quar-
tet of riparian invasive species: 
poison ivy, Japanese barberry, 
Asiatic bittersweet and European 
privet. 
Joe Treggor, Chief Steward and 
Vice President of the Land Trust 
designed the Aqueduct Project. 
He is lead ecologist with Envi-
ronmental Education and Re-
search Associates. 
Three study sites were planted 
with different plant communi-
ties, consisting of combinations 
of Crested Iris, Foam Flower, 
Wild Ginger, Blue Cardinal 
Flower, Swamp Azalea and 
Swamp Rose. Treggor said that 
one of these plants has a phyto-
toxin, a poison specific to plants, 
in its root system that may dis-
courage the establishment of the 
invasive species.  He is also 
looking at the relationship of this 
plant with the others within the 

community to evaluate their 
tolerance to it. 
An elaborate watering system 
had to be built to water the ap-
proximately 450’ of waterfront 
plantings.  The system was in-
strumental in the successful 
establishment of the young 
plants with Land Trust Stew-
ards Joan Packer, Tina Delaney, 
Mike Lecours and Cheryl Rutz 
taking shifts in watering duties.  
Later this summer, as an ample 
supply of natural watering was 
available, the system was shut 
down. 
Meter plots on the different 
experimental and control sites 
will be monitored over a period 
of three years to determine the 
effectiveness of the buffer.    
“Positive results will have enor-
mous ramifications for the con-
trol of invasive plants”, re-
ported Treggor, “and observa-
tions made late this summer 
show quite promising results 
with some of the experimental 
plant communities remaining 
virtually free of any other spe-
cies, while the controls have all 
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Joan Leach Lori Brown, Kathy Wadsworth  
and Kumi Treggor 

  

FLT Members  
Working on the River 

Buffer Project 
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Last spring, Charlie Leach 
and Lori Brown presented to 
the Democratic Town Com-
mittee FLT's arguments in 
favor of separating the Inland 
Wetlands Commission from 
the TPZ.  On September 9th, 
they made the same presenta-
tion to the Republican Town 
Committee.  The Land Trust 
intends to keep this issue 
before the public, and will 
work to see that it is ad-
dressed in the upcoming 
election. Your Land Trust 
continues to advocate for 
best conservation practices in 
Farmington. 

River Buffer Project  
at Canal Aqueduct  Site 
Photos by Joe Treggor 

  
   Photos by Walter Sargent 
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On October 25, 2006, the 
Farmington Land Trust dedi-
cated a handicapped accessible 
trail and fishing pier located on 
the Douglas-Mount/Zipp par-
cels at the end of Railroad 
Avenue in the Unionville sec-
tion of Farmington. On the 
aforementioned date the access 
to the fishing pier was still a 
rugged trek. 
In  the spring of 2007 the old 
railroad bed was paved and 
access to the fishing pier was 
more suitable for physically 
challenged individuals.  At the 
time it seemed the project was 
completed, usable and one of 
the more picturesque location 
on the banks of the Farmington 
River. However Mother Nature 

and the River had different 
plans.  With the unusually 
heavy spring rains came 
flooding and the entire pier 
was under several feet of 
water.  When the water re-
ceded the surface of the pier, 
which was compacted trap 
rock dust, had all but disap-
peared and made the pier 
unusable.  Thinking this was 
one time occurrence, the 
Land Trust hired a contractor 
to resurface the deck on the 
pier, and all was back to nor-
mal, so we thought. The next 
year the spring rains along 
with snow melt caused the 
Farmington River to over-
flow its banks and the same 
erosion problem occurred. It 
was obvious that a more per-
manent solution was re-
quired. 
I have conducted  a site in-
spection with representatives 
of the Connecticut DEP to 
see if they could suggest a 
solution to the problem that 

would meet with necessary 
regulations required in a flood 
plain. They suggested that a 
concrete cap,  properly in-
stalled, might be the solution. 
Several contractors were in-
vited to visit the site and come 
up with cost estimates for the 
concrete work that would ame-
liorate the problem. The cost 
estimates were from $10,000- 
$ 15,000 which necessitated 
finding funding for the con-
struction. In the fall of 2008 
the Land Trust applied for a 
Farmington River Enhance-
ment Grant from Connecticut 
Department of Environmental 
Protection. On March 30, 2009 
the Trust was notified that they 
had been awarded a grant for 
$15,000 with the following 
caveat” contingent upon your 
organization obtaining all 
required local, state and fed-
eral authorizations prior to 
conducting the proposed work 
including, but nor limited to a 
DEP flood management cer-

tificate and 401 Water Quality 
Certification, and a municipal; 
Inland Wetlands and Water 
course permit.” 
With that admonition the task of 
getting approval began.  Meet-
ings with the Farmington Town 
Planner, Town Engineer, DEP 
Project Coordinator, and con-
tractors have brought the project 
to an almost shovel ready condi-
tion.  All the necessary permit 
applications have been filed and 
DEP officials have stated that 
everything seems to be in order. 
The permitting process has been 
slow and laborious, but once 
completed the construction phase 
should move along quickly.  
Hopefully the refurbished pier 
will be ready for its first real test 
this spring. 
    
          Walter Sargent 
          Executive Director of FLT 

The next Land Trust Alliance’s Rally is scheduled to be held October 11 – 14, 2009 in Portland, Oregon. It is a  premier land conser-
vation learning experience. The National Land Conservation Conference, Leading and Learning in Uncertain Times is the title of the 
meeting. 
Dr. Charles Leach, President and Walter Sargent, Executive Director, will be attending the rally and representing the Farmington 
Land Trust.  In addition to attending various workshops and seminars they will be involved in initial planning sessions for the 2010 
rally scheduled for Hartford, Connecticut. 
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The Connecticut Clean Energy Fund (CCEF) announced on June 15, 2009 that the town of Farmington. has joined the Con-
necticut Clean Energy Communities Program by committing to a goal of purchasing at least 20 percent of its electricity for 
municipal facilities from clean, renewable energy sources by the year 2010.  Farmington officials approved a resolution, de-
claring the town’s commitment, enabling Farmington to join 89 other Connecticut municipalities that have made a commit-
ment to a cleaner environment and greater energy independence.�
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     Photo by Walter Sargent 
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It is inspiring to look back 
and appreciate the energy and 
vision of the Land Trust’s 
founders and first directors.  
These remarkable men and 
women saw a chance to pre-
serve Farmington’s dwin-
dling open space and habitat 
at just the right moment in 
time.  Many of Connecticut’s 
land trusts were being estab-
lished in the late 1960’s and 
early 1970’s. The environ-
mental movement was gath-
ering momentum, and people 
were willing to donate land 
or conservation easements for 
that worthy purpose. 
Let us introduce and honor 
those who saw opportunity 
and created FLT [a Tree 
Committee Offshoot] in 
1971. First, the two energetic 
Founders: 
JOHN L. EMERY . 
“Jack” Emery was a quietly 
passionate presence when-
ever conservation issues were 
discussed and acted upon in 
Farmington.  His style was 
scholarly and he had the thor-
oughness of a scientist and 
teacher, both of which he 
was.  He taught science for 
many years at Kingswood-
Oxford School, and was an 
outdoorsman and naturalist.  
He authored a still-useful 
booklet on street trees for the 
Conservation Commission on 
which he served, and a his-
tory and guide to the Shade 

Swamp Sanctuary. Jack died 
in 2001after a long and pro-
ductive life. 
PERCY MAXIM LEE. 
Jack’s co-founder was Percy 
Lee, a brilliant and creative 
woman who was a leader in 
the League of Women Voters 
and its national President for 
eight years.  She was ap-
pointed by three US Presidents 
to national commissions and 
councils dealing with con-
sumer protection, land law and 
the Foreign Operations Ad-
ministration.  Governors 
Dempsey and Grasso ap-
pointed her to State groups 
dealing with the status of 
women, judicial review and 
water quality. She was a foun-
der of Renbrook School and 
board member of the Putney 
School and Connecticut Col-
lege.  Locally, she was presi-
dent of the Farmington River 
Watershed Association and in 
1971, brought her charisma 
and love of the out-of-doors to 
bear in co-founding the Farm-
ington Land Trust.  Percy Lee 
died in 2002 in her 96th year. 
 
The Land Trust’s first Direc-
tors were also a multi-talented 
group.  Board Chairman 
JOHN H. FILER was presi-
dent of Aetna Life and Casu-
alty, and one of Hartford’s 
civic leaders [often called the 
”Bishops”].  An attorney, he 
served as a state Senator and 

chaired Farmington’s Board 
of Education.  The Land 
Trust was one of the many 
undertakings of this unpre-
tentious but enormously ca-
pable man.  Public-spirited 
attorney, JOHN M. DONA-
HUE, now retired from Rob-
inson and Cole, was the Land 
Trust’s lawyer in its first 
years.  For many years, he 
has advised the Hartford 
Foundation on development.  
He has served on our Town 
Council and many Town 
boards and commissions, for 
example, chairing Farming-
ton’s Charter Revision Com-
mission. Other community 
leaders on our first board 
were RICHARD W. HUBE 
[Board of Education and 
Town Council], WALTER 
D. ASTON [A big-spirited 
and gregarious man who was 
Town Council Chairman and 
FHS football coach], DORO-
THY D. BARNES [Our 
State Representative and 
community leader],  and 
JEREMIAH SHEEHAN .  
Attorney SAMUEL BAI-
LEY contributed legal and 
financial expertise, and archi-
tect RICHARD 
BUTTERFIELD [Historic 
District Commission, Stanley
-Whitman House board and 
architectural historian] 
brought additional strength to 
this remarkable group. 
For 38 years, Farmington 

Land Trust boards have been 
strong and creative, and have 
brought diverse talents to 
their tasks. It is noteworthy 
that the founders’   focus on 
open space protection in the 
eastern part of town has wid-
ened to include all of Farm-
ington, with our largest prop-
erties in the West District. 
Our mission too has evolved, 
and now includes education, 
collaboration and advocacy 
on State and national levels, 
historic designation of sig-
nificant parcels, and trail-
building for public access.  
We have been fortunate that 
the vision of the original 
board and founders has been 
fulfilled, but are well aware 
that we “stand on the shoul-
ders of giants”.  Our board 
and staff feel deeply the need 
to be worthy of FLT’s ex-
traordinary founders, and 
welcome the opportunity to 
continue working for our 
town and its environment. 
 
                                C N L   

Photo of “Jack” Emery  

 
Please make plans to attend  your  2010 Farmington Land Trust Annual Meet-
ing. The meeting is scheduled to be on  Thursday, April 15, 2010.   
Our speaker will be Dr Ken Feder, Professor of Archaeology and Anthropol-
ogy at Central Connecticut State University. 
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Congressman Chris Murphy 
led a stimulating public dis-
cussion on pressing energy 
issues to a packed house at 
the Hillstead Museum on 
August 7. We are honored 
that Congressman. Murphy 
chose Farmington as the lo-
cation for this discussion of 
statewide and national sig-
nificance.    Congressman 

Murphy is looking for—and 
has found—an active and 
engaged citizenry in our 
town, and he has been ac-
tively reaching out to the 
Farmington Land Trust on a 
variety of important environ-
mental concerns. 
In addition to a panel that 
included four top representa-
tives of renewable energy 
businesses in Connecticut, 
the star attraction was Carol 
Browner.   Former EPA 
commissioner and staunch 
environmental leader, Ms. 
Browner has been instrumen-
tal in shaping our nation’s 
environmental policy for 
several decades.   She was 
recently appointed to run 
President Barak Obama’s 
newly created Office of En-
ergy and Climate Change, 
now one of the four highest 
offices in the President’s 
cabinet.  She described the 
latest developments on fed-
eral energy legislation. 
Congressman Murphy also 

brought together forward-
thinking business leaders to 
present their latest efforts in 
the cutting edge field of re-
newable energy, efficiency, 
and conservation technology 
-- all in the context of Con-
necticut’s role in the national 
discussion on energy and 
global warming.  The panel 
talked about efforts in solar 
power, fuel cells, wind 
power and creation of green 
jobs in our state. 
“Promoting clean energy is 
about more than protecting 
our environment,” said  Con-
gressman Murphy.   “It’s 
about rebuilding our econ-
omy with good jobs that will 
employ generations to come. 
I wanted to showcase the 
important ways in which 
Connecticut is already on the 
cutting edge of the clean en-
ergy manufacturing econ-
omy, and how we’re poised 
to take full advantage of new 
policies on the federal level.” 
It is worth noting that he is 

the only member of Congress 
from Connecticut in 50 years to 
serve on the Energy Committee 
and one of three in all of New 
England currently serving on 
that committee, so his influ-
ence on these issues is critical 
to our state. 
We are pleased that Land Trust 
representatives were specifi-
cally invited to be present at 
the clean energy event, and that 
preservation of our environ-
ment is no longer seen as hold-
ing back economic progress. 
As often as possible, we must 
continue to make our opinions 
known on environmental issues 
in the Farmington Valley.    
Contact Congressman Murphy 
at 860-223-8412, or his Con-
necticut staff by e-mail at: 
Sean.Scanlon@mail.house.gov 
if you would like more infor-
mation. A short video clip of 
the event will soon be posted 
at www.ctlcv.org. 
 
                         Lori Brown 

Congressman Chris Murphy 
and Carol Browner, Assis-
tant to President Barak 
Obama, address residents in 
Farmington on federal and 
state energy initiatives.  
Panelists also included rep-
resentatives from Optiwind, 
Duracell, FuelCell Energy 
and Apollo Solar.  
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nesses about the hazards of 
using synthetic pesticides and 
herbicides. In addition, the pro-
ject maintains a list of home 
and business owners who refuse 
to use these dangerous chemi-
cals.  
As it has been scientifically 
proven that pesticides can be 
directly toxic, fertilizers can 
also pollute by providing an 
excess amount of nutrients to 
streams and ponds. The result is 
excessive growth and decay of 
plant life, which diminish oxy-
gen in the water and can suffo-
cate aquatic animals.  
By keeping your lawn free of 
synthetic pesticides and fertiliz-

During the August Farmington 
Land Trust operations’ meet-
ing, board members listened to 
Aimee Petras explaining the 
aspects of the Freedom Lawn 
Initiative– a project of the 
Farmington River Watershed 
Association. Its main goal is to 
educate homeowners and busi-

ers, you prevent exposure to 
toxins and also prevent pol-
luted runoff from entering the 
Farmington River.  
Farmington Land Trust is 
pleased to join efforts with 
FRWA in the Freedom Lawn 
Initiative Project to maintain 
clean water in the Farmington 
River. 
Once you decide that you 
would like to take the initiative 
to begin a freedom lawn, 
please consider signing the 
FRWA pledge. It is a simple 
way to sustain the preservation 
of our valuable drinking water. 
Please sign online at:  
www.frwa.org/pesticides.html 
                                         AZ                            

 Notes on Drinking Water: 
 
* Periods of exposure to chemi-   
cally contaminated drinking  
water can be associated with  
dangerous chronic health prob- 
lems.   
 
* If drinking water is contamin- 
ated, it can be very costly to  
remove the contaminant, and  
drilling a new well does not  
guarantee that the new water  
source will be clean because of  
the connectivity of ground water. 
 
*Treatment plants do not treat                        
for pesticides.  

Source:  FRWA brochure 

August FLT operations meeting 
         Photo by Angham Zakko 
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 Hundreds of environmental 
organizations and agencies are 
active in America, and dozens 
in Connecticut. They are often 
referred to by their initials.  
Here we offer a brief glossary 
of some that we feel are im-
portant. Your Land Trust is 
engaged in statewide and na-
tional conservation collabora-
tions, and we’d like you to 
know some of our partners’ 
names and initials.  We begin 
with FLT – Farmington Land 
Trust – that’s us, of course! 
CACIWC   -  Connecticut 
Association of Conservation 
and Inland Wetland Commis-
sions -  combines expertise 
and passion in setting conser-
vation goals and advocating 
for them.  Circulates position 
papers on important issues. 
Important resource for FLT. 
CEQ  - Council on Environ-
mental Quality  -  CT govern-
ment Council which calls 

State’s attention to environ-
mental problems, informs CT 
officials and the public, hears 
citizens’ complaints and helps 
resolve them. 
CFE -  Connecticut Fund for 
the Environment  -  Very ef-
fective advocacy and legal 
action group. Deals with big 
issues statewide, including 
Long Island Sound.. 
CFT -  Connecticut Farmland 
Trust  -  Works to preserve 
Connecticut agriculture. 
CFPA  -  Connecticut Forest 
and Park Association  -  Dis-
tinguished century-old conser-
vation group with particular 
interest in CT hiking trails and 
accessible park-like open 
spaces. 
CLCC  -  Connecticut Land 
Conservation Council  -  Spon-
sored by TNC and LTA.  Um-
brella group with members 
from most of the significant 
CT environmental organiza-

tions.  Coordinates efforts, 
plans strategy and advocates. 
CTLCV  -  Connecticut 
League of Conservation Vot-
ers  -  board and staff of ex-
pert and dedicated environ-
mentalists. Evaluates policy 
and legislators’ environ-
mental records, and helps 
coordinate advocacy at the 
State Capitol. 
DEP -  Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection  -  State 
agency responsible for our 
environment. A powerful 
friend and collaborator for 
FLT. 
FRWA -   Farmington River 
Watershed Association  -   
Protects our River; an impor-
tant partner for FLT. 
IWWA  - Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Agency  -  
Reviews wetlands impact of 
proposed developments in 
Farmington. Currently part of 
our Plan and Zoning Agency.  

LTA  - Land Trust Alliance  -  
umbrella organization which 
assists and certifies Connecti-
cut’s 120-odd land trusts. 
RA – Rivers Alliance -  This 
statewide organization works 
for stronger protections of our 
rivers, streams and wetlands 
habitats. 
TPL - Trust for Public Land  -  
Helps arrange funding for pur-
chase of open space. 
TNC - The Nature Conser-
vancy  -  Worldwide conserva-
tion advocacy group which also 
acquires important open space 
and habitat. Active chapter in 
Connecticut. 
WLA  -  Working Land Alli-
ance – affiliated with the CFT, 
this group is the leading advo-
cate for preservation of farm-
land in Connecticut. 
You’ll often see these initials in 
print and hear them in discus-
sions.  We hope this little 
“Who’s Who” is helpful!  
                                          CNL 
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Here are 10 Things You Can 
Do to Prevent Storm Water 
Runoff Pollution: 
1. Use fertilizers sparingly and 
sweep up driveways, side-
walks, and roads. If you apply 
fertilizer shortly before a rain-
storm, much of it will be 
washed into nearby storm 
drains, streams, lakes, and 
rivers. So when you fertilize 
your lawn, apply it well in 
advance of a rainstorm, use it 
sparingly, and use organic, 
slow-release fertilizers. 
2. Never dump anything down 
the storm drains. Homeowners 
should be aware of any illicit 
connections or discharges they 
may have to the storm drain 
system. Any pollutants that 
enter the storm drains will be 
washed into nearby storm 

drains, streams, lakes, and 
rivers. 
3. Vegetate bare spots in your 
yard to prevent soil erosion. 
4. Compost your yard waste. 
Grass clippings left on the 
lawn are a natural fertilizer. 
5. Avoid pesticides; learn 
about Integrated Pest Man-
agement (IPM). 
6. Direct Downspouts away 
from paved surfaces. Con-
sider installing a rain garden 
or rain barrels as a great way 
to recycle water and to use 
around the yard for watering 
of gardens. Information on 
rain gardens and rain barrels 
can be found under the land-
scape construction link at 
(http://www.sustainability. 
uconn.edu). Rain barrels can 
be purchased through the 

Farmington Valley Watershed 
Association (http://
www.frwa.org). 
7. Take your car to the car 
wash, where wash water is 
filtered and recycled, instead 
of washing it in the driveway. 
If you must wash at home, 
wash your car on a grass or 
gravel surface and use a small 
amount of soap. 
8. Check and/or repair fluid 
leaks in your cars, and recycle 
motor oil and other automotive 
fluids. 
9. Pick up after your pet. Pet 
waste can be a source of bacte-
ria, and can lead to contamina-
tion of streams, lakes, and 
rivers. 
10. Have your septic tank 
pumped and system inspected 
regularly.   An improperly  
 

operating/maintained septic sys-
tem can lead to polluted surface 
and groundwater; therefore, im-
proper use and failure of septic 
systems should not be taken 
lightly. Dispose of household 
chemicals properly. Do not dis-
pose of them down the drain 
where they can contaminate the 
groundwater. Use household haz-
ardous waste collection days to 
dispose of any chemicals. Addi-
tional information can be found at 
the MDC website: 
 (http://www.themdc.com/
hazwasteschedule.htm). 
In compliance with Federal regu-
lations, the Town of Farmington 
has been testing runoff from vari-
ous areas of town over the past 
five years. The results of this test-
ing are then utilized to determine 
areas of concern and to pinpoint 
sources of contamination.    
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Farmington Land Trust, Inc., P.O. Box One, Farmington, CT 06034 

E-Mail:  farmingtonland.trust@snet.net    Website:  farmingtonlandtrust.org 
Phone/Fax:  (860) 674-8545 
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael Collins 

Mr. Richard M. Corr 

Ms. Bobbie Emery 

Mr. Donald Esthus 

Ms. Karen Fallo 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Graham-Handley 

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hulse 

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Johnson 

Ms. Lana Pentore 

River Valley Landscaping 

Mr. Donald Rully 

Ms. Barbara Sarmento 

Mr. and Mrs. James Sepa 

Mr. and Mrs. David Shack 

Mr. Robert Stewart 

 

David DeNuccio, Karen Fallo, and Robert Stewart 

  
Newsletter designed by Angham Zakko, edited by Angham Zakko and Charles Leach. 

            The Farmington River at the Douglass-Mount/Zipp Parcel in Unionville 


